SUMMARY OF THE
PROFICIENCY TESTING COMMITTEE M EETING
MAY 30, 2000

The Proficiency Testing (PT) Committee of the National Environmenta Laboratory Accreditation
Conference (NELAC) met by teleconference, on a 1 p.m. Eastern Daylight Time (EDT) on Tueday,
May 30, 2000. The meeting was led by its chair, Ms. Barbara Burmeister of the Wisconsin State
Laboratory of Hygiene. The main purpose of this meeting was to discuss and finalize acquiring
new committee members, the designation of the American Association for Laboratory
Accreditation (A2LA) as a Proficiency Testing Oversight Board/Proficiency Test Provider
Accreditor (PTOB/PTPA, and other comments received recently by the committee.

INTRODUCTION

Ms. Burmeister reviewed the minutes from the teleconference on May 16, 2000. The committee
agreed that the minutes arefind. The status of the Action Itemsisasfollows

C Mr. Matt Caruso responded to comments from Mr. Wilson Hershey and has not received any
feedback.

C Mr. Chuck Wibby continues to work on the errata sheet about determination of lower
acceptance limits when negative numbers are derived from the linear regresson. Heisaso
continuing work on draft language for Section B.1.2 dedling with the minimum number of
anaytes to be present in aPT sample.

C Mr. Caruso has responded to comments from Mr. Steve Getz.

C Mr. Wibby isin process of drafting a letter to NIST about oversight of the PT program and
responding to comments from Ms. Jane Jensen.

NEW COMMITTEE M EMBERS

Ms. Burmeister expressed concerns from the NELAC chair about potential members of the committee
who are unable to attend the mgority of the meetings. She will contact someone from Colorado asa
potentid new member. Another person expressed interest in switching from the Membership and
Outreach Committee to the PT Committee. The committee did not fed it would befair totheM & O
Committee Since they have had greet difficulty finding interested members. Ms. Burmeister asked
whether there would be support to regppoint Mr. Caruso for an additional year if a new member
cannot be found. To do this, the PT Committee would need to request awaiver of the rules from the
NELAC Board of Directors (BoD).
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TOPICSOF DISCUSSION
Changesto Chapter 2 And Appendices

The only problem encountered was the contractor replacing the current Section 2.3.1 with wording that
was Smply to be added and this problem isbeing fixed. Any additiond changes for vote can be
presented during the committee sesson at the Sixth NELAC Annua Meeting and will then be listed in
the final “Changes to the Changes’ documen.

PT-FAQs

The Proficiency Testing-Frequently Asked Questions (PT-FAQ) file and PT Process flowchart have
been emailed to Ms. Lisa Doucet for inclusion in the participant packet and also sent to Ms. Jeanne
Hankins for posting on the NELAC webste..

Draft Letter to NELAC BoD

The committee reviewed the draft |etter to the NELAC BoD requesting A2L A to be designated asa
PTOB/PTPA. Ms. Anne Rhyne, the PT Committee liaison to the BoD recommended that the letter not
be sent at thistime. Because only NELAP can negotiate with and approve a PTPA/PTOB. Ms.
Rhyne stated that the PT Committee should seek information from A2LA and not negotiate their
becoming a PTPA/PTOB. A comment was made that it may be premature to propose A2LA asa
PTPA and that it isimportant to look for acommitment from either NELAP or the BoD to make a
decison once A2LA or some other group meets the requirements. The committee dready proposed
new language in Section 2.2.2, “The NELAC BoD which has the overdl responshility and authority for
the supervisory, adminigtrative and procedura duties associated with NELAC as defined in Chapter 1
may agpprove or disapprove the designation of an organization asa PTPA/PTOB.” The committee
would like to know if the BoD supports thislanguage. Mr. David Friedman expressed concern that all
accountability is being placed on the EPA, which does not set the sandards. Ms. Rhyne will bring up
thisissue & the next BoD.meeting. Ms. Rhyne will then draft an email asking if NELAP/BoD will
gpprove any organization to serve asa PTPA/PTOB. Thise-mail will be reviewed by the PT
Committee first and then, when acceptable, be sent to Ms. Hankins.

Draft Letter to NIST/NVLAP

Mr. Wibby isin process of drafting aletter to be sent to the National Ingtitute of Standards and
Technology/Nationa Voluntary Laboratory Accreditation Program (NIST/NVLAP) regarding status of
plansfor overdgght of providers.

NELAP Accrediting Authority (AA) Group Issues

Because of higher priority items, Ms Burmeister has not been able to respond to the AA Group

regarding Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) PT samples and “Quick Response” PTs.
At thistime, |aboratories are only required to anadyze RCRA PTsthat are found on the RCRA PT Fed
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of Tedting (FOT) lig. “Quick Responss” PTs are only acceptable if the samples meet dl NELAC
requirements.

Comments/Questions Received From Steve Arms, Florida

Mr. Arms asked about laboratories that have passed the necessary PTs, but will not be accredited until
next year. The question is whether these laboratories need to continue andyzing PTs asthey are
issued, or whether, in fact, they have met the criteria for accreditation with the samples dready
successfully analyzed. In New Jersey, non-NELAC laboratories do not have to andyze PTsand
therefore, have an advantage over NELAC laboratories, especidly if the NELAC laboratories must
continue to analyze samples after having successfully andyzed the required number of samplesto be
accredited. Some members of the PT Committee believed that the laboratories should continue to
andyze PT samplesto prove their ongoing acceptance. Other members thought this was an unfair
burden. It was pointed out by a committee member that this was only a problem for the first laboratory
group to be accredited. 1t was apparent that clarification was needed, including arevison of Section
2.7.2 of the standard. Mr. Caruso will draft new language for Section 2.7.2.

Member ship and Outreach Committee Update

Ms. Cindy Nettrour has not been contacted by the Membership and Outreach Committee for
committee liaison issues as of yet. She will send an email to Ms. Irene Ronning, Chair of the
Membership and Outreach Committee, today.

EPA/NIST Items

Ms. Reenie Paris noted that NIST/NVLAP isworking out lines of responsibility for its program. No
PT Provider mesting has been scheduled. A problem to be addressed is the variation between state
requirements.

Ed Glick from EPA - Office of Ground Water and Drinking Water (OGWDW), informed the

committee that radon in water will be regulated and will need a PT sample. Mr. Wibby noted that
Radium-226 in water is dready available and will serve this purpose.
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Attachment A

ACTION I TEMS
PROFICIENCY TESTING COMMITTEE M EETING
M Ay 30, 2000
Item No. Action Dateto be
Completed
1. Ms. Burmester will send an emalil to Y vonne Herman regarding 6/2/00
PT Committee membership and pursue awaiver with the
NELAC BoD if necessary.
2. Ms. Anne Rhyne will bring up the PTOB/PTPA designation 6/8/00
Issue at the next NELAC BoD mesting.
3. Mr. Wibby will draft aletter to NIST/NVLAP regarding 6/9/00
oversight of the PT program.
4, Mr. Caruso will draft language for Section 2.7.2 6/9/00
5. Ms. Nettrour will email Irene Ronning for committee liaison 6/1/00
|Ssues.
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PARTICIPANTS

Attachment B

PROFICIENCY TESTING COMMITTEE M EETING

MAY 30, 2000

Name

Affiliation

Address

Burmeister, Barbara

Chair

Wisconsin State
Laboratory of Hygiene

T: (608) 265-1100, ext. 107
F: (608) 265-1114
E: burmie@mail.dh.wisc.edu

Autry, Lara
(absent)

USEPA/OAQPS

T: (919) 541-5544
F: (919) 541-1039
E: autry.lara@epa.gov

Caruso, Matthew

NY State Dept. of Health

T: (518) 485-5570

F: (518) 485-5568

E: caruso@wadsworth.org
Friedman, David U.S. EPA T: (202) 564-6662
(invited guest) F: (202) 565-2432

E: friedman.david@epa.gov

Haynes, RaeAnn
(absent)

Oregon Dept. of
Environmental Quality

T: (503) 229-5983
F: (503) 229-6924
E: haynes.racann@deq.state.or.us

Jackson, Larry Environmental Quality T: (603) 924-6852
(absent) Management, NH F: (603) 924-6346
E: Ipjackson@msn.com

Glick, Ed U.S. EPA, Office of T: (513) 569-7939
(invited guest) Ground Water and F: (513) 569-7191

Drinking Water E: glick.ed@epa.gov
Madding, Carol U.S. EPA, Office of T: (513) 569-7401
(invited guest) Ground Water and F: (513) 569-7191

Drinking Water E:madding.caroline@epa.gov

Nettrour, Cindy

American Water Works
Services Co., Inc.

T: (618) 239-0516
F: (618) 235-6349
E: cnettrou@bellevillelab.com

Comm.

Parker, Faust PBS& J Environmental T: (713) 977-1500
Toxicology Laboratory F: (713) 977-9233
E: FRParker@pbsj.com
Parris, Reenie NIST, Analytical T: (301) 975-3103
(invited guest) Chemistry Division F: (301) 976-8671
E: Reenie.Parris@NIST.gov
Rhyne, Anne Board Liaison | TX Nat. Res. Conserv. T: (512) 239-1291

F: (512) 239-2550
E: arhyne@tnrcc.state.tx.us

Steinman, Marykay

M. J. Reider Associates,
Inc.

T: (616) 961-4713
F: (616) 961-7530
E: bcoyle2152@aol.com

Wibby, Chuck Environmental Resource | T: (303) 431-8454
Associates F: (303) 421-0159
E: qcstds@aol .com
Gutknecht, Bill Research Triangle T: (919) 541-6883
(contractor support) Institute F: (919) 541-8778
E: wfg@rti.org

Proficiency Testing Committee

Page 5 of 5

May 30, 2000



